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January 17, 2025

The Honorable Jared Polis
Governor

State of Colorado

200 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Governor Polis,

We write to you seeking clarification regarding your recent comments during your State of the
State Address last week. In your speech, you expressed a willingness to partner with federal
immigration authorities, saying “We welcome more federal help to detain and deport dangerous
criminals.”

This is undoubtedly welcome news to Coloradans, who have watched the sanctuary state policies
you signed negatively impact our state — from the Tren de Aragua takeover of apartments in
Aurora last year to our local schools and hospitals struggling to keep up with the influx of
immigrants. A recent study found that Denver alone is spending well over $100 million a year
because of sanctuary policies'. This crisis has been fueled by misguided policies from the State
Legislature in Denver over the past decade, policies which handcuff state and local police
officers from cooperating with their federal counterparts to protect our communities from
dangerous illegal immigrants.

As the Trump administration prepares to prioritize identifying, arresting, and deporting criminals
who are in the United States illegally, we ask if you plan to take the following steps to back up
your statements during last week’s address and enable Colorado’s law enforcement community
to keep our neighborhoods safe:

! https://denvergazette.com/news/immigration/denver-cost-of-immigration/article_1ae619d6-acfd-11ef-
adb4-935b212700f2.html
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1. Do you plan to ask the Legislature to repeal HB 19-1 124, which explicitly prohibits state
and local law enforcement in Colorado from complying with federal immigration
detainers? '

2. Do yoﬁ plan to ask the Legislature to repeal SB 21-131, which prevents state
agencies and law enforcement from sharing non-public personal identifying information
‘with federal immigration authorities except when forced to do so by a court of law?

3. Do you plan to ask the Legislature to repeal HB 23-1100, which prohibits a state or local
entity from entering a contract, receiving payment for, or paying an entity for an
immigration detention facility within Colorado?

These laws hamper and often outright prevent public safety investigations from being opened,
which degrades the ability of law enforcement to investigate cases where immigration status
might be a fa_ctor. If you are genuine in your intention to increase cooperation between Colorado
law enforcement and federal immigration authorities to help remove dangerous illegal
immigrants from our streets, we ask that you take immediate actions like the ones described
above to enable our public safety servants to do their jobs, Until then, your plans are nothing
mote than empty and politically motivated rhetoric and Coloradans deserve better than that.

Sincerely,

(iabe Evans : Iauren Boebert
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Jeff Crank

Member of Congress




